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Kids at heart put wildlife in art

~ Danville couple
entertain, teach
* youth with music
By Lea Blevins

ETAFF WiETLA

DANVILLE — When Stephen
Morgan and Sandi Hunt agreed to
wrile and recond same songs
about bugs, they never expected to
think about it agatn — let alone
have i1 spiral inio a career.

Morgan, better known as
"Sievie,” wis maling o living as 8
computer consultant for various
compandes all over the world while
recording his own pop and rock
songs oo the side. A (riend
working with a new company
asked him to make an albam
about tnsects, and he joined with
his symificant ocher, Hunt. to
creale 1L

Husat, originally from Vallejo,
was working a federal job at the
time but had experience per-
forming with R&B. gospel and pop
Broups.

Omcz people heard the album,
they began 10 ask “Sandl and
Stevie™ If they had a show to per-
form with it. The answer was “no,”
but the patr soon reallzed the song
Iyries already created many visual
images that could be worked tnto
a fun and educationsl show

Sandl and Sievie performed
thedr first “Insect Songs”™ show in
2001 at Crow Canyon Gardens in

"We realized that people loved
the shows,” sadd Morgan, whose
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It's not in the game
EA's bad quarter persists,
but stock beats predictions.
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Welsh accent oflen adds to children’s Bscination with the
clewracters he porirays

The Danville couple did almost 40 shows the rsl year al
schoals, libraries, roos, birthday parties and public events

They now o between 1HO Lo 200 shows i year
throughoul the grealer Hay Area

“Our shows are Intelligently silly, and that's why §'think
they're popular,” sadd Morgan, who typically wears a green
wigt of green spray patnt on his hale for the “Groen Giriss
heopper st

Hunl wears a headband of butierflies and Nowers and
presents the show's educational aspect while Mongan runs
ot bn various costumes throughout the performance

“When vou have somsething for them to ook at, then they
see that you really want Lo play with them,” Hunt said

Interaction with the children is esacntial for the performe
ances, id teachers often approciale this because i helps
the chilldren practice various motor skills, they sabd,

[y (he time the show ends, kids are waving goodbye or
running up o pve Sandi and Stevie hegs

“That's so rewirding for us.” Hunt sadd

Sandi and Stevie recommend thelr show for children ages
2 1o B, with ages 4 1o 6 belng the optimal group,

On the heels of the “Insect Songs” CDand of their per-
formances, Sandl and Stevie recorded “Sealife Songs” in
2004, Both albums were produced at DRS Productions in
Hayward with the help of Don Turney and his wife, Sharon,
wha did the album artwork. They now have a show (o lake
on the road for either of the two albums

Baoth Morgan and Hunt sud they are this project has
becorme thedr full-iime @ They would like lo sce it go even
further, with the idea of puiting together a children’s (elevi-
sion program o pulting animaticon (o (e songs

Ouisacle of officially being “Sandi and Stevie,” Morgan s o
stamip colbector and froelances graphi andl Wels desipns
Hust loves to spend time tn ber backyard herb garden,
which 1% also the insplration for her side project. "Oh Taste
& See,” that involves teaching workshops

They are contemplating a third children’s album, which
mighit l::n'ulu on birds, ratn forest antmals, jungle animals or
enclangered species

Teaching children o respect the environment and various
species bs part af the educational message behind the Chs
and perlormances

At the end of each “Insect Songs” ahow, children chant,
Take them outside, and lel them go [ree.”

Sand) and Stevie will perform at the Livermore Farmers”
Market at 6 and 7 pom. today at Carnegie Park along Fourth
Stree] between JJ and K streets in Livermore,

The Cs are available in some local toy stores and Whobe
Foods markets, as well as online. For more information,
wisit www sandiandstevic.com or call (925) T43-9838.




