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Danville songwriters bring insect
world to children through music

BY CATHERINE NEEDHAM

CORAESPONTENT
o cockroaches make you cringe? Spi-
Dd&mnﬂheymsqum' T Fleas make you
furiows? Bugs of all kinds send many
adults sprinting for the repeSient, but not so for
Sandi Hunt and Stevie Morgan.

Instead of obMarating tha Bte critlars, the
— Mmarried coupée finds them in-
THIED spiring. 5o much so that the
y Danville duo was able to har-
TH" E ness: that stimulus and combine
it with their talent for songwrit-
& HEw ing. singing and padarming.
What was the result? “In-
————— m m,u It 1]'Iﬁlr rﬂ'ﬁm-
pact disc about insects for children. it is geared
for the 2- o B-yaarold sel
Mot evaryona aspires fo sing abouwt small
arthropods o for youngsters, inciuding Morgan
and Hunl. However, when a frend suggested
thiny write sondgs about insatts for childran, tha
couple agreed 1o the idea. That was two years
ago.
"So far, it's been our most popular work,”
5&].*5 Mﬂrgan “Whoever listens to il thinks it's

How does one genemte songs about bugs?

“Once we decided 1o do this, we had o se-
risughy think about which insecls o wiite abou.
What do they realy do after all? Wi nesearched
each insect subject to be sura our information
WS comacl,” siys Hunt,

Par ol thair resaarch ocourmed in tha lovedy
gardan thal sumounds the coupla’s hamb. 'S
assy o see how the many flowers, plants,
scents and the view invite humans and insects
bo wisit & while and perhaps interact.

The coupla atso had 1o put themsehes in a
child’s shoas. They have no children of thair
own, but Hunt has spant much Bme with har
AigCEs and nephaws,

“Also, we delibarately avoided lstening fo
any other children's music belore we starded
writing,” says Hunl. “We wanted our 50ngs to
be &5 original as possible.”

“Each song s .uhnut a specific Insact only,”
says Morgan, “All the songs ane infarmational,
ingect-rigndly, amusing and tell something of
a shan.”

Helping the coupla with the singing on tha
CD ware s naighbar children — all non-pro-
fessionals.

I didnt wani 10 use tradned Singirs,” Says
Hunt, "We prefamed a truer sound, one that

Lm:lw:l il is. Beginning with the first song,
“Fivis Litthe Insect Friends.” and on through "The
Greedy Wasp”™, "Marching Ants™ and “Battling
Beatles.” children and adults immadiately ba-

ather chiddren, who when listaning, might feal
mare inclined o join in.”
Th GO ook about four manths 10 composa

RUTKE, BUPRSELLSTART

s the word oot to the pelbe. 2 in 1996, (Morgan had sung bafore the Bes
a dﬂ!&tu:ﬂhprehas Gees’ performance.) | had written a blography

miove and record, Hunt worked with the children. She  baan sui.ng the GO on their Web gite, wavw.in-  BDoul him,
v o B o o N‘rd L taught tham the words and melody and re-  Secisongs.com. It also can be purchased lo- “Mot i fortunate to meet the peao-
The words make the listener fol he o she ooy e tham cally at Tower Recasds. lﬂﬂﬂﬁiﬂphﬂnnrhwﬂunm'm

has eaniered the bug’s world — and it's a fun
placa_ All tha songs are chirpy, calchy and a
welcome addition to traditional chiidren’s songs.

Hunt and Morgan have been songw itens for
15 and 30+ years respectively. Besides baing
singers and writers, they ane record producers.

"Insect Songs” has been a labor of love Toe
the two., The couple researched the insects they
wanted o write about, wrote the words and mu-
sic and parformed tha songs.

Mongan co-produced the CD with “the great”
noted producer and aranger Don Turngy ol
DS Productions in Haywarnd. Sharon Turmey
lent her hand with the illustrations and graphic
design on the CO jacket. Mongan's mother, Eve-
hyry, did the photography,

*Parfarming with the kids was easy,” she re-
calls. "They reconded aight 2ongs in one day
— theay ware great!”™

What was the best part of creating this CD?
For Hunt il wies e childnen.

“Connacting with he Kids, ssaing theair in-
nocence and walching their eves grow wide
with wonder gave me a ot of pleaswune, Their
responss lo owr project was the fuel that helped
me continue with the GO and not find excuses
o put it ofl.”

Thie high poind of the project for Morgan In-
voboes the enting process of writing the s$ongs.
*Thar joy ends lor me whan the CD is com-

pleted.” ha says.

But as the couple has discovered, market-
ing themseles and distibuting a CD involves
mwsch time and work. To date, they perform al
chifdren's binhday parties and local events, do
the schaduling for those parformances, among
ather myriad kasks.

"We are songwritecs, that is what we do best.
W ane not marketers,” says Morgan. To help
with the success of Insect Songs, the couple
is Iooking for a marketer and a children's mu-
sic publisher.

They aiso have other musical interests. Mor-
gan, ofginally from YWales, released two soft
rock GOs for adults prior 1o “Insect Songs.” His
strongest influence was Bamy Gibb of the Bea
Geps

“I was able to meet my idol when Barry pre-
senled me with a guitar while on stage in Mi-

'Hi.li:
to ghve pecple ™

5o, the nex time you Come acnoss o
crgapy crinady, lake a second look and gva
yoursell an aflitude check. You may find a
bug’s world has something to offer, As Mor-
gan and Hunt writs i the las! verss of tha
Last song, TInsect Camival™;

"Bo pleaze come and join in the games i
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“Tha insects are wailing for you

“The bumblebea’s rendy o show you the

way

"And tell you just what you should do
“Come play in the sun

“The fun's just begun At the insect
cambqal {and you'ne invited 100)."

For adaWional informabon, D25-743-0838,



